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detecting unit configured to detect a number of usable channels based on 
a negotiation between the connected another communication apparatus and a relay 
station beingfconnected to the connected another communication apparatus/and 



selecting unit configured to select a communicatiotjnratebased on the 
notifyin^TTumber of usable channe1s^rf|^e detected number of usable channels. 



(Amended) The communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the selecting unit selects the communics{tion rate based on the notifying number.^ ^tij 



2. 



(Amended) The commun 



cation apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 



the selecting unit selects the communication rate based on the detected number. 

4. (Amended) The communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the notifying unit sets the notifying number of usable channels in control information 
being transmitted to the connected another communication apparatus. 

5. (Amended) The communication apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the detecting unit detects the number of the channels in control information being 



received from the connected another comr 



over a plurality of channels, the method coi 



mication apparatus. 



(Amended) A method in a cc mmunication apparatus for communicating 



Til 



prising: 



-2- 



\ 



notifying a connectec 



another communication apparatus of a number of 



usable channels based on a negotiation between the communication apparatus and a 
relay station being connected to th| communication apparatus; 

detecting a number ol useable channels based on a negotiation between 
the connected another communication apparatus and a relay station being connected to 
the connected another communicatpn apparatus; and 

selecting a communication rate based on the notifying number of usable 
channels and the detected number ©f usable channels. 



8£ 



1 1 . (New) The method accc rding to claim 6, wherein the communication rate 
is selected based on the notifying nur iber. 

12. (New) The method accc rding to claim 6, wherein the communication rate 
is selected based on the detected number. 

13. (New) The method accoraing to claim 6 t wherein the notifying number of 
usable channels is set in control information being transmitted to the connected another 
communication apparatus. 
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14. (New) The method accord' 
set in control information being received 
apparatus. 



fng to claim 6, wherein the detecting number is 
from the connected another communication 
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15. (New) The method According to claim 6, wherein a number of usable 
channels assigned by a relay sta^on being connected to the communication apparatus 
is notified to the connected anoth *r communication apparatus. 

16. (New) The method according to claim 6, wherein a number of usable 
channels set by the communication apparatus is notified to the connected another 
communication apparatus. 

17. (New) The method according to claim 6, wherein a number of usable 
channels assigned by a relay station is detected, the relay station being connected to 



the connected another communicat 



on apparatus. 



18. (New) The method according to claim 6, wherein a number of usable 
channels set by the connected another communication apparatus is detected. 



19. (New) The communication 
notifying unit notifies the connectec 
usable channels assigned by a rel< 
apparatus. 



apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
another communication apparatus of a number of 
y station being connected to the communication 



20. (New) The communic ation apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the 
notifying unit notifies the connected another communication apparatus of a number of 
usable channels set by the commimication apparatus. 
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21. (New) The communic ition apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
detecting unit detects a number of l sable channels assigned by a relay station being 
connected to the connected anothei communication apparatus. 

22. (New) The communication apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the 
detecting unit detects a number of usable channels set by the connected another 
communication apparatus. 

23. (New) A control unit in a communication apparatus for communicating over 
a plurality of channels, the apparatus < omprising: 

notifying unit configured to rptify a connected another communication 

lels based on a negotiation between the 
communication apparatus and a relay Ration being connected to the communication 
apparatus; 

detecting unit configured to dfetect a number of usable channels based on a 
negotiation between the connected anolher communication apparatus and a relay 
station being connected to the connected another communication apparatus; and 

selecting unit configured to seupct a communication rate based on the 
notifying number of usable channels andlthe detected number of usable channels. 

24. (New) The control unit according to claim 23, wherein the selecting unit 
selects the communication rate based on trie notifying number. 



apparatus of a number of usable chai 




25. (New) The controllunit according to claim 23, wherein the selecting unit 
selects the communication rate based on the detected number. 

26. (New) The control unit according to claim 23, wherein the notifying unit set 
the notifying number of usable channels in control information being transmitted to the 
connected another communicafion apparatus. 

27. (New) The control uftiit according to claim 23, wherein the detecting unit 
detects the number of the channels in control information being received from the 
connected another communication apparatus. 
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